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1 Introduction.

The F2 was manufactured approximately 44 years ago (as of the time of
writing, 2024), and accurate information is scarce. Please understand that the
following document may contain errors.
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2 Overview of Nikon F2

The Nikon F2 is Nikon's first SLR camera and the successor to the Nikon F,
which is registered as an "Important Historical Material of Science and
Technology (Future Technology Heritage)."

It was released in September 1971 and production seems to have ended in
June 1980. The production number is said to be just under 820,000 units.



3 Overview of Nikon F2 Titanium

The documents included with Nikon F2 titanium were described as follows.

In addition, the places described above as "Textured Black Painted Finish" are
as follows. This finish has been carried over to the current digital SLR.



The following images show the titanium version in the top row and the
standard version in the bottom row.

First, the pentaprism cover.




Next is the top cover (rewind knob side).

Next is the lens mount apron.




Finally, the bottom cover.

Incidentally, while the back cover uses titanium, it does not have the textured
black paint finish. Therefore, it is difficult to distinguish it from the standard
version based on its appearance alone.



4 Nikon F2 titanium changes (other than 3 above)
Besides the changes in section 3 above, the following difference from the

regular F2 is the addition of three screws around the OC key on the bottom
plate.
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5 History of Nikon F2 Titanium

The underlying cause seems to be the need to prevent screws from loosening
and malfunctioning due to harsh vibrations in battlefields, etc., which had been
researched for some time.

The direct origin appears to be the so-called "Uemura Special," commissioned
by adventurer Naomi Uemura in 1977 for his North Pole record.
6 Price

Both with and without a name engraving were 98,000 yen. It seems there were
no discounts; it was sold at the list price.

The regular F2 Black with eye-level finder was 81,500 yen, so the price
difference was 16,500 yen.

For reference, in the case of the successor model, the F3, the high-eyepoint
body was priced at 149,000 yen at the time of release, while the titanium black
version was 199,000 yen, a price difference of 50,000 yen.



7 Forms of sale

(1) For press demand (no name)

It seems that Nikon's Press Equipment Pro Service department conducted
business negotiations when visiting media organizations and other
organizations as part of their mobile service.

It appears that in addition to documents prepared by the buyer, documents
prepared by others had to be submitted.

(2) For general sale (with name)

Orders were taken for a limited run of 2000 units around early summer of 1979.

Each retailer apparently received only a few units.

8 Manufacture
(1) History

Initially, there were concerns that the hardness of titanium would damage the
press molds. Therefore, production was delayed until the end of the F2 era,
with the understanding that some units might break. However, the press molds
proved durable, and ultimately, increased production and even the production
of personalized units were carried out.

The cursive Titan logo engraved on the upper left of the front of the general
sale (personalized) units is apparently a design by Mr. Omatsuri.



(2) Manufacturing Numbers and Production Quantity
(A) For press demand (no name)

Initially, there were plans for a limited production of 1,000 units, with each lot
consisting of 500 units.

There appears to have been a gap of more than six months between the first
lot (serial numbers ending in 500) and the second lot (serial numbers starting
from 501).

The serial number is 920XXXX, which is different from the standard F2.

There are also units with the serial number 773XXXX, which is the same serial
number range as the standard F2, and which appear to have been
manufactured before the aforementioned lot. The serial numbers of the so-
called "Uemura Special” mentioned in item 5 above are 7733398 and 7733380.
The serial numbers of the 773XXXX units | have seen are all higher than the
serial numbers of the so-called "Uemura Special."



This is the 126th unit of the first lot. The back cover is an iron plate (see
below 9 (2)).
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F2 9200126

This is the 184th unit of the first lot. The back cover is also iron plate (see
below 9 (2)).

F2 9200184




And this is the first unit of the second lot. The back cover of this
individual is titanium (see below 9 (2)).

1611 8 56 4 28 2 14

16 nmu 2 14

B

F2 9200501

(B) For general sale (with name)
Initially, it was limited to two thousand units.

The serial number is T79XXXX. The serial number T785XXXX is for the F2H.



F2 7566474

(C) Summary

Both the models for press demand (no name) and general sale (with name)
were later increased in production, and it is said that 5,000 units of each were
manufactured, for a total of 10,000 units. This can be inferred from the serial
numbers. The largest serial numbers | have seen are 9204XXX for the press
demand (no name) and T79XXX for the general sale (with name), so this
doesn't seem entirely untrue.



9 Individual differences
(1) Overview

For general sale models (with names), perhaps because they were
manufactured after production had stabilized, there are no reports of individual
differences.

For models intended for press demand (no names), it seems that
improvements were gradually made during the initial manufacturing phase, and
some units appear to lack titanium in areas where it should have been used (as
described in section 3 above). However, even in areas without titanium, the
same distinctive paint as the titanium models was apparently applied.
Nevertheless, individual differences do not seem to be observed from the third
lot (last four digits of the serial number 1001) onwards.

(2) Back door

The most well-known example of individual differences is probably the back
door. Generally, it is said that the first 400 or so units had iron back doors
instead of titanium ones. According to online information, the breakdown of the
400 units is 100 units of the 773XXXX model and 300 units of the 9200XXX
model. However, it seems the manufacturer later replaced the steel case backs
with titanium ones, although it's unclear whether this was a paid or free service.
Therefore, it's unknown how many steel case backs still exist. In my own
collection, I've confirmed steel case backs up to the late 100s in the last three
digits of the serial number.

The material of the back door cannot be determined by appearance alone. If
there are areas where the paint has peeled off, the underlying color will reveal
the material. A standard case back will have a reddish color similar to a 10-yen
coin, while titanium will have a whitish color.



The image shows a titanium back door in the top row and steel back door in
the bottom row.

The steel back door is similar in color to the standard back door, but with a
more rusty appearance.

The most reliable way to distinguish them is by weight. When | weighed the
individual | have on hand, the results were:

Aluminium 57¢g
Titanium  78g
Steel 108g

The steel back door feels noticeably heavier just by opening and closing it, so
you can somewhat tell the difference.



Also, a magnet will stick to the steel case back.

(3) Indentation on the right side of the viewfinder

The right side of the viewfinder is slightly indented. This is unique to the F2
Titanium and is not seen in the regular F2. However, most F2 Titaniums have
this indentation, as shown in the image on the right.

It's unclear when the specification changed to include this indentation. Even if
we try to verify this, the viewfinder can be easily replaced by the user, and
titanium viewfinders were also sold separately. Furthermore, since 45 years
have passed since manufacture, it's possible that parts have been replaced
during repairs, making it impossible to determine if the viewfinder currently
attached to the body is original.

In addition, some units have been observed with slight dents, as shown in the
lower left of the image. Therefore, it's possible that the dents didn't appear all
at once, but rather gradually developed during the manufacturing process for
some reason. Moreover, units with different dent locations, as shown in the
upper right and lower right of the image, have also been identified. While the
history and circumstances surrounding these changes are very interesting, the
truth remains unknown.



In summary, the above can be divided into the following four types:

1 No dents (top right image)

2 Transitional period (bottom right of image)

3 There is a dent (back side) (image upper left)

4 There is a dent (center) (bottom left of the image)

However, based on the individual units | have and information from
acquaintances, the vast majority seem to be units with dents, either (3) or (4).
Furthermore, it appears that the no-name models up until the early stages
(beginning of the second batch) were of the no-dent type ((1), while the later
models and the early models with names seem to be of the transitional period

type ().




(4) Back door opening and closing lever

This appears to be an improvement to the entire F2 series, not an individual
variation specific to the F2 Titanium. In the case of the F2, the silver body had
a single silver part. On the other hand, the black body initially had a two-tone
black and silver part, but around serial number 78XXXXX (around 1977), it was
replaced with the same single-tone silver part as the silver body.
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In the F2 Titanium, the switch from the two-tone black and silver part to the
single-tone silver part occurred at a very early stage (probably midway through
the first production run) for the press-demand (no-name) version.



(5) Film Guide Notch

This appears to be an improvement to the entire F2 series, not an individual
variation specific to the F2 Titanium.

Looking at my F2s, it's absent up to 768XXXX (manufactured in 1976), but
present in 794XXXX (manufactured in 1979). The F2 Titanium was
manufactured in 1978, so it falls right around this transition period, but it's
unclear whether this change originated with the F2 Titanium.

Looking at my F2 Titaniums, | have two with steel case backs (both with serial
numbers in the 100s), and neither had the notch. | have four with titanium case
backs (three unnamed ones in the 500s-4500s and one with a name), and all
of them had the notch. | don't know if this is true for all units.




10 Documents

(1) Nikon Newspaper, May 1979 Issue

This is a clipping from the May 1979 issue of the Nikon Newspaper, published

at the time of the start of general sales (with name).
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A side note:

In some circles, there are people who replace the film winding lever, shutter

speed dial, and self-timer shaft with silver parts to create what's known as the
"New F" specification.
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